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From Fr. George’s notebook....

Well Done,
Good &
Faithful
Servants

What a marvelous coming together of our
Parish for the “9/11” Memorial Services on
the Tenth Anniversary.

When | think of all the effort that went into
the preparations, | can not help but think
of the “good and faithful servants” who
took what was entrusted to them and re-
turned it multi-fold to their master.

The “9/11" Committee did a wonderful job
orchestrating the event and seemed to
leave no detail unaccounted.

The committee was chaired by Sandy
Harris and she was ably assisted by
Lena Whittaker , Larry Byers , Trina
Crocker , and Sara Wood .

The fountain for the garden was donated
by Lena & Linzee Whittaker .

Sara Wood designed the cupola for the
bell and Mike Wood dutifully constructed
it, drawing on his skill and talent as a
craftsman as well as finding the right re-
sources to complete the details of the
design. Mike even installed the fountain.

Sara also spearheaded the restructuring
of the garden to accommodate the new
fountain.

Sandy, being very persuasive, lined up
the mayor, Fred Cavanaugh , to represent
the City of Aiken, and worked diligently to
bring it all together.

Trina coordinated the “Solemn High Cof-
fee Hour”.

Larry set up the Honor Guard from the

Marine Corps League as well as being
everywhere needed and tying up loose
ends.

And Lena worked untiringly. She was
everywhere and a formidable force behind
the scenes. She and Sandy were respon-
sible for having the Bishop present for the
ceremonies.

Willard Rappleye came through with a
story in the Aiken Standard and our on-
scene photographers, Chris Roberts ,
Onesta Carswell , Fred Colley, and
Betty Alexander , provided a wealth of
photos to document the dedication and
blessing of the Garden as well as the Cof-
fee Hour.

We are grateful to Rick Doran, retired
New York City Fireman and first re-
sponder to the Trade Center on that fate-
ful day, for taking time out to be with us
and represent those heroes who sacri-
ficed health and even their lives to save
others.

We are also grateful to Tatiana Hoover
for leading us in singing the National An-
them, and to Craig Jarvis for playing the
bagpipes. There is just something stirring
about the piping of Amazing Grace .

Our own Elizabeth Blount played so
beautifully during the Celebration of the
Holy Eucharist and the choir was won-
derful!

There was a host of helpers, too many to
mention individually, who worked on that




Friday and
Saturday §
before the
Memorial
Services,
preparing
the Parish
House for .

& all our
guests
and put-
ting the
finishing
touches
on the
<.xin Garden.

The Altar Guild had a special workday to
polish and clean and set up the Altar.
Onesta Carswell , director, was assisted
R " by Connie
Beveridge ,
*J u d i
Hammond ,
Lainey Kel-
ler, and
Betty Alex-
ander .

Working quietly in the background during
all this was Dn. Davies . He pulled weeds
with the best of them and on Sunday
morning was there to assist the Bishop
during the Eucharist.

Thank you all and well done.

Coming Up in October....

At the top of the list of activities is the
Blessing of the Animals on the 1st. The
Blessing will be followed by a Parish Pic-
nic. It all begins at 11:00 a.m., Saturday
the 1st.

October is also when the ACW has its
Market Day Sale . That is scheduled for
the last Saturday of the month, October
29th. Donations for the sale may be
dropped off at the Parish House. We're
working on a schedule for when the Par-
ish House will be open. Otherwise, call
the Church or Susan Thomas to make

arrangements.

We'll be celebrating the feast days of two
Apostles during the month, St. Simon
and St. Jude, on October 28th with a
5:30 p.m. Celebration of the Holy

Eucharist . Also, we'll celebrate the feast
days of St. Francis (October 4th), St.
Luke (October 18th), and St. Raphael
the Archangel (October 24th) with the
Holy Eucharist at 5:30 p.m..

Looking ahead....

Soon, we'll celebrate the 34th anniver-
sary of the founding of All Saints’ . That
will be on Al Saints’ Day (November
1st). Plans are to have a Parish Pot
Luck following a 5:30 p.m. Celebration
of the Holy Eucharist . More information
will be forthcoming.

September in Review....

The focus in September was the “9/11"
Memorial Service and events. Much of
this month’s Newsletter is devoted to cov-
erage of that event.

The ACW returned from its summer break
with a luncheon on the 19th at Travinia’s

and the Men of All Saints’ met as usual
at the Bowery on the 19th.

If you haven't noticed yet, new signs
were put up on the corner of Richland
and Fairfield to replace the old ones
which were in pretty bad shape. We're
waiting for the back side of the signs to be
done to match the front sides.

ACW News

By Susan Thomas

The ACW kicked off their fall season with
a luncheon at Travinia's . The luncheon
was attended by Victoria Jarvis, Jo Cun-
ningham, Sara Wood, Cecelia Davies,
Nancy Whitacre, Trina Crocker, Susan
Thomas and Phoebe Marshall . We had
a wonderful time, but you'll have to take
our word for that. Without Betty Alexander
there to remind us, we forgot to take pic-
tures for the newsletter. It's a shame, as
we all looked especially pretty that day.

(Continued on page 14.)



In Memory:
A Service of Dedication and Tribute,
A Place of Rest and Peace

By Willard Rappleye
Photos by Onesta Carswell, Fred Colley,
Chris Robertts, & Betty Alexander

It was a lovely late-summer morning on
September 11, 2011 in Aiken, just as it
was on that terrible day 10 years ago in
New York City, as
The Most Reverend
Mark Haverland,
Bishop Ordinary of
our Diocese, blessed
and dedicated a foun-
tain and plaque in
' memory of Karen
Elizabeth  Hagerty,
daughter of Lena
Whittaker, and all who
- had lost their lives on
Y that day of national
tragedy The cupola placed over the bell
was also blessed
and dedicated
completing  our
lovely garden as a
. wonderful retreat
rom the cares of
the world and a
| peaceful place for
), meditation  and
i reflection.

The normal Sun-
day services for this special day were set
much earlier than usual — 8:30 instead of
10:30, so the bell in the garden could be
rung on the exact minute of each plane’s
impact. The attendance was also much
greater than usual, as guests and friends

joined the
usual
congrega- §
tion. They
filed the
40 chairs
in front of
the Lych
Gate, with
at least
another

| 45 standing.

Fr. Alexander
a made the wel-
@ coming ad-
dress and
introduced the
guests; Mayor
F r e d
Cavanagh
read an appro-

priate  poem;
and Sandy
Harris, chair of
the “9/11”

Committee
shared
Karen's love of a poem by Robert Frost.
Tatiana Hoover sweetly sang the Star
Spangled Banner, as the congregation
softly
joined her
~in sing-
ing.the last
_, few bars of
g the na-
i tional an-
+ them; and
a color
guard




from the Ma-
rine Corps
League pre-
sented the
colors.

Following the
Blessing  of
the Fountain
and dedica-
tion, Piper
Craig Jarvis
played “Amazing Grace” as Bishop
Haverland, Father Alexander and Dea-
con Christopher i =
Davies led the
congregation
into the church, &
where  Bishop &=
Haverland cele- |
brated the Holy
Eucharist and
delivered  the

sermon. S

After the service
the congrega- %
tion and guests §g
enjoyed a sump- =
tuous  Solemn
High  Coffee
Hour, provided
by the ladies of
the Church and
generous
friends. Lena
Whittaker
worked diligently
to assure that
everything was |
just perfect for
the occasion.

The bell was
first rung at
8:46, the minute §
the first plane =
crashed into the g
North Tower, by
Rick Doran, a #
retired New York flreflghter and first re-
sponder, and again at 9:06, when the
second plane hit the South Tower; at
9:17, Larry Byers of the “9/11" Committee

rang the bell to A&
commemorate
when the third
plane hit the Pen- |
tagon, and again
at 10:03, when the
fourth plane was
brought down by i
its heroic passen- |

gers in Shanks- [§
ville, Pa.




A Solemn High Coffee Hour Followed the “9/11” Servic  es

Photos by Onesta Carswell, Fred Colley, Chris Rober  ts, & Betty Alexander




Building a Memorial:

Lots of Planning, Dedication, Hard Work,
And No Small Task in a Sort Time

When the decision was first made to enhance
the Church Garden into a fitting place for a me-
morial, little did we know the challenge that

awaited.

Sara Wood set out to find a fountain that
would be suitable for the Garden. Con-
sulting with Lena Whittaker, a selection
was and the fountain ordered.

That was just the beginning.

Another part of the plan was to design
and build a cupola to fit over the bell.

What better design than something to
match the Lych Gate. Sara made some
drawings and soon one of the big pro-
jects , the construction of the cupola for
the bell, was evolving from a drawing to a
full plan. All that was lacking was some-
oneto doiit.

Mike Wood took it on, mustering a little
help in the end to finish it off.

Mike can tell you all about it.

It was build

in a modular

form to

make it eas-

ier to place

above the
bell.

§ The top of
the  bricks
had to be
prepared for
the frame to
fit.

Then the top
= was lifted in
place on the
= frame.

Finally the
roof was§

and shin-
gled

match
Lych Gate.

In the midst
of all this
with the cu-
pola, Mike
also installed
the fountain.

Sara, with
some volun-
teers,  pre-
pared the
site so that
Mike could
run an elec-
trical line for
the pump
and put the fountain together.

oy




Sermon: Trinity XII

Tenth anniversary of
the terroristic attacks
of September 11, 2001.

By Abp. Mark Haverland

In the Name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

| have an old friend named John Agresto
who served in Iraq in the so-called Provi-
sional Authority after the defeat of Sad-
dam Hussein, and who since then has
returned periodically to help rebuild Iraqi
universities. He wrote a book about the
whole matter called Mugged by Reality,
which | commend to your attention. Dur-
ing his first time in Iraq, during the height
of terrorist bombings, John began to no-
tice something about photographs of
bombings. What he noticed was that in
those pictures Americans always seemed
to be running towards the explosions,
while the Iragis always seemed to be run-
ning away from them.

That fact in turn started John thinking.
Why? The obvious, initial answer is that
Americans typically felt a need and desire
to help, to rescue, to serve. Iraqgis, appar-
ently, did not. After awhile John began to
think of the difference this way. Ameri-
cans, whether consciously religious or
not, have grown up in a society shaped by
Christian belief, and part of that belief is
the Parable of the Good Samaritan. That
is, we believe we have a duty to help oth-
ers, even others with whom we have no
ties of kinship or friendship. In fact, since
the Good Samaritan belonged to a group
that was hostile to the Jewish man whom
he helps, we even have a duty to help our
enemies. In contrast, most people in the
world feel no obligation to help strangers,
and even would see help to enemies as
perverse.

So what John saw in the pictures was not
that Americans are brave and Iragis are
not. Iragis can be very brave. But most

Iragis see no need to be brave or to risk
themselves for strangers. Again, it was
not that Iragis are not capable of charity
or generosity. Islam includes as one of its
Five Pillars a duty of charity. But Muslim
charity is to be extended to members of
the Muslim community, or perhaps to po-
tential Muslims, not to strangers or ene-
mies.

In brief, then, what John saw is a civiliza-
tional reflection of Christian influence. The
center of our religion is God, coming
down from heaven, taking upon himself a
form of humility and poverty, to serve and
heal and teach others, and finally to die
for us, ‘for us men and for our salvation’.
In a word, the Christian gospel is the good
news of love: that the heart of the uni-
verse is burning with love for us, and that
we are obliged to try to reflect that love by
serving to others. In contrast the founder
of Islam rides upon a war horse, sword in
hand, to conquer and subdue. There is
the sufficient demonstration of the superi-
ority of our faith: Christ upon the cross
loving us and forgiving his enemies, ver-
sus Muhammed leading a bloody war of
conquest.

Now today we gather to commemorate an
anniversary which bears directly upon
these thoughts. The wicked and evil acts,
the murder of innocent men and women,
which we recall this day were particularly
extreme outcomes of one of these rival
systems. Likewise, the heroism and self-
sacrifice, in New York and Washington
and in the skies above Pennsylvania,
were a reflection of the cross and of the
lesson of the Good Samaritan. On this
day we see starkly contrasted the fruits of
love and hate. And surely, even in the
midst of our loss and our tears, we see
that the civilization built on love and ser-
vice is indeed lovable and worth defend-
ing. We must not hesitate to defend our
own civilization or to articulate the superi-
ority of our ways - not in pride and arro-
gance, but rather so as to preserve and
extend that which is good and true about
Christianity and the world to which it gave
birth.



The gospel does not lead us into arro-
gance because it contains within itself its
own correcting and limiting principle. The
civilization of love and service is superior.
But as Christians we also believe in the
doctrine of original sin. In the 20™ century,
the great Russian writer Aleksandr Solz-
henitsyn, coming out of the slave camps
of Siberia and the crucible of an evil and
insane ideology, concluded from his own
experience that the line between good
and evil runs, not between one man and
another, or between one group and an-
other, but rather in truth runs down the
center of every human heart. Of course
societies built upon a true understanding
of the nature of this world as God’s handi-
work, animated by love, will be superior to
other societies. Of course we should pro-
claim the gospel, extend the Church, and
defend what is good in our world. But
even as we do so, we know that our own
hearts are shadowed, that we are far
gone from original righteousness, and that
penitence and modesty and gentleness
and patience with others are all proper
and necessary.

From all of this | conclude that the best
possible response to this anniversary is
precisely the response we are making
today. The best response is to remember
with love and sorrow those who have
died. It is to pray for our world, for our
leaders and our armed forces, and for
those whose duty it is to defend us. We
must serve and cherish those who mourn
and who suffer. And above all our best
response is to be better Christians. For
only in Christ can our world find a confi-
dent and viable system built on a vision of
practical love. And only in Christ can we
also find a frank and realistic understand-
ing of ourselves and of our own sinful-
ness, which will preserve us from arro-
gance and grandiose delusions. You and |
my friends cannot save the world or cor-
rect all that is wrong with it. What we can
do is work to convert our world one per-
son at a time, starting with ourselves.

In the Name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

From the Deacon’s Bench:
By Dn. Christopher Davies

The Healing Service

So often we approach our Healing Ser-
vice being concerned with the physical
mechanics of bodily health. We miss the
point of this ministry in two ways. In the
first place we are ignoring the moral and
spiritual factors which determine the right,
or wrong, use of a healthy body. Secondly
we overlook the fact that the moral and
spiritual condition of any person has a
great deal to do with the proper function
of the physical machinery.

If a person is to be really well they must
be ALL well and if he falls sick ALL of him
needs to be treated. Therein lies the rea-
son for the Church’s Ministry of Healing,
which was part of the commission given
by our Lord to the Church and exercised
by the Church from the very beginning.
Not only did our Lord Himself heal the
sick, but he instructed his disciples to
continue to do so.

Just as it was most appropriate for water
to be used as the symbolic element for
the cleansing effect of Holy Baptism, and
as bread and wine was most appropriate
for the sacrament of Spiritual Nourish-
ment, oil, consecrated by the Bishop, is
the sacramental instrument of spiritual
healing. (Remember the parable of the
Good Samaritan!)

Does this always cure sickness? Some-
times -- Always it helps. Faith makes a
great deal of difference, not the amount of
faith but the quality of it. For it is faith that
is the medium through which the benefits
of ALL the Sacraments are assimilated

Spiritual Healing is part of the normal min-
istry of every priest. It is not the Priest
who heals, Christ heals through the power
of the Holy Spirit and the priest is his rep-
resentative.

(Continued on page 12)



To our congregation. Do not hesitate to
call upon your Priest for this ministry, any
more than to call upon your physician.
You should do both and lend your support
to the Ministry of Healing by your prayers,
for the corporate faith of the Church pro-
vides the atmosphere where it works most
effectively

The Tudors:

An English Bible and
An English Church

Part One of Three
By Gail Jarvis

[Editor's Note: A layman’s look at the Church in
England during the Tudor reign and the develop-
ment of the Bible in the language of the people.]

Earlier this year there were numerous
articles commemorating the 400th
anniversary of the King James Bible. This
legendary version of sacred scripture was
the culmination of centuries of English
translations. As early as the 8" century, a
Benedictine monk, known to posterity as
the Venerable Bede is reported to have
translated parts of the Bible into English.
John Wycliffe and other scholars cooper-
ated on an English translation of the bible
in the late 1300’s. After the invention of
the printing press, English translations
began to proliferate.

There were several new translations dur-
ing the lengthy Tudor dynasty, 1483 to
1603. This was also the time when the
Anglican Church essentially evolved into
its present form. What follows is a review
of the Tudor monarchs, which necessarily
must be brief, focusing mainly on Church
developments  during
their reigns as well as
the resulting English
Bible translations.

Contrary to movie and
television dramatiza-
tions of history, Eng-
land’s rift with Rome did
not begin with Henry
VIII's unsanctioned di-
vorce. Almost two cen-
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turies before Henry's kingship, Roman
Catholic teachings were being questioned
and even rejected in England. The reli-
gious differences with Rome were height-
ened by the advent of Martin Luther’s
Protestant Reformation. It was in this hec-
tic religious environment that England’s
final break with Rome occurred.

The severance with Rome was set in mo-
tion when the first Tudor king, Henry VII
negotiated a marriage

between his first-born

son Arthur, and Cath-

erine, the daughter of

the King of Spain. Arthur

died soon after the mar-

riage, and Henry, rather

than jeopardize the alli-

ance with Spain, sought

a papal dispensation

that would allow his second son, also
named Henry, to marry his brother's
widow. This papal dispensation was even-
tually granted, but before the marriage
took place, Henry VII died and his son
became enthroned as Henry VIII. Al-
though Catherine of Aragon bore Henry
VIIl six children, only one lived beyond
infancy. - Not the male heir Henry wanted,
but a female infant christened Mary. Even
worse, Catherine was unable to bear
more children.

Desperate for a male heir, Henry spent
several years trying to persuade Rome to
annul his marriage.

Frustrated by the

Pope’s recalcitrance,

Henry obstinately

married Anne Boleyn,

one of Queen Cath-

erine’s attendants. He

then prevailed upon

the Archbishop of

Canterbury, Thomas

Cranmer, to decide the case. Cranmer
compliantly decreed that Henry had not
been officially married to his first wife
and that his second marriage was valid.

But Henry still didn’t get his male heir.
Anne Boleyn bore Henry another daugh-
ter, Elizabeth, and that birth was followed
by three miscarriages. Henry’s third wife,



Jane Seymour, finally gave him the son
he had waited so long for. Sadly, compli-
cations from the birth ended Jane’s life
only two weeks after the infant Edward
was born.

In 1534 parliament passed the Act of Su-
premacy. This edict asserted that the
King, rather than the Pope was now the
head of England’'s church. Archbishop
Cranmer devised a litany for the Church
of England, which became the forerunner
of the Book of Common Prayer. Cranmer
also petitioned Henry to approve a new
English translation of the Bible. (Some
previous translations only covered parts
of the Bible and none were officially rec-
ognized.) William Tyndale’s translation
was widely popular and influenced other
translations including the one by Miles
Coverdale. The Tyndale Bible would be-
come the primary source for the King
James Bible. But Tyndale had offended
the King by his opposition to the marriage
annulment. So Henry had no qualms
about approving a new translation, which
became known as the Great Bible or
Cranmer’s Bible, and was the first author-
ized English version.

Despite the fact that the Church of Eng-
land was now a religious entity independ-
ent of Rome, Henry VI insisted that his
church retain the essential Catholic sacra-
ments and liturgy. This included the celi-
bacy of priests, Latin mass, confession,
and transubstantiation. (Henry remained
conflicted over the Catholic concept of
purgatory.)

Edward VI was a nine-year-old child when
he assumed the throne after Henry's
death. His protectors, including
Archbishop  Cran-

mer, were able to

implement  more

facets of Luther’s

Reformation  now

that there was no

need to appease the

Catholic preferences

of Henry VIIl. Much

of the Catholic liturgy

was modified. Some

churches removed Catholic altars, and

some condemned the doctrine that the
actual presence of the body and blood of
Christ occurs during the Eucharist. Cran-
mer's new Book of Common Prayer now
became obligatory in England’s churches.
But, in the midst of this campaign of Prot-
estant reforms, the fifteen year-old king,
who had never enjoyed good health, was
stricken with tuberculosis.

(Part 2 of the 3 part series in next month’s
Newsletter)
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Loose Ends!
By Fr. Alexander

With all of the events surrounding the
wonderful Memorial Services of Septem-
ber 11th, I am reminded of a poem | once
wrote and thought this a good time to
share it with you.

Whisperings of Immortality

The night is still, expansive --

Peering

Into endless time,

A continuum

Where today is but yesterday’s tomorrow.

Stillness broken --

Soulful breezes

Whispering softly names,

Names of those whose time has passed
Into yesterday.

Whispered names --

As breezes stir the leaves

Stir within the heart,

The mind,

Memories, images of those now gone.

Canit be --

In our moment on that continuum
Immortality is little more

Than whispered names?

Alas we seek --

Our human spirit --

For more than whispers
In the vast

Expanse of time

Confirming that our spirit --
Released from mortal flesh --
Again be clothed,

Adorned anew

Transcending time and place.

Immortal beings --

Spirit, flesh transformed --
Gathered up,

Returned to Him

From whence we come.



(Continued from page 3.)

Our next meeting will be held Tuesday,
October 4th in the Parish House at 2:00
pm. We will discuss our plans for the next
few months and then spend some time
sharing books, movies or stories that
have inspired us. All ladies of the parish
are invited to join us.

Our October luncheon will be held at the
Red Pepper on Tuesday the 18th at
11:30 am. Please call Susan Thomas at
648-4431 to reserve a spot.

Everyone mark your calendars. Market
Day is scheduled for Saturday, October
29th from 9:00 am until 12:00 noon . You
are encouraged to start bringing your gen-
tly used treasures for the sale at your
convenience. Fr. George will be at the
church during his regular office hours.
You may also bring items before services.
If these times are not convenient, you
may call Sara Wood at 649-1423 to make
arrangements for her to meet you at the
church. We accept kitchen items, toys,
furniture, tools, linens, knick
knacks...pretty much anything that is in
good condition other than clothes and
books. (Clothes and books can easily
overwhelm our space and are difficult to
pack up afterwards.)

Please contact Sara or Susan Thomas if
you would like to help set up for the sale
during the preceding week or if you will be
available to help the day of the sale. We
appreciate the help of spouses, especially
with the clean-up at the end of the day
and especially from those spouses who
drive trucks!

Altar Guild News

By Onesta Carswell

The Altar Guild had its 3rd quarter work
day on September 10th . When 1 arrived
around 9:30am, several Guild members
were already busy working with the 9/11
committee preparing the Parish House
and garden for our special 9/11 services.
There was an incredible buzz of activity
everywhere as our beautiful church was

being made even more beautiful.

Guild members ‘changed hats’ at the ap-
pointed time and began to polish and
dust, and do
anything
needed to have
our Altar made
ready for the
celebration  of
Holy Commun-
ion on Sunday.
In no time we
had the brass
and silver shin-
ing and fresh linen on the Altar. With the
exception of momentarily forgetting (my
hand is raised) some of the Altar candle
holders were in the freezer being de-
waxed, everything went smoothly. Lainey
Keller even cleaned out and reorganized
the storage area under the piscine -- a
long overdue task!

| believe everyone there on Saturday
shared in the spirit of caring love for Lena
and Linzee, and for the life of beautiful
Karen. It was an emotional experience
never to be forgotten.

Thanks to Altar Guild members who as-
sisted: Betty Alexander, Connie
Beveridge, Pat Byers, Trina Crocker,
Judi Hammond, Lainey Keller, and
Anna Zouck .
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October Birthdays

7 Fred Christensen

15 John Cunningham
17 Beverly Kimmel

18 Laura Beth Thomas
26 Bob Storey

30 Fr. Clanton

October Anniversaries

10 Willian & Onesta Carswell
10 Jeff & Betsy Minton

14 Linzee & Lena Whittaker
15 Steven & Susan Thomas
22 Fred & Judy Colley

30 Gail & Victoria Jarvis



Saint of the Month:
St. Luke

St. Luke was a physician, historian, and
writer whose Gospel and Acts of the
Apostles have provided the most gentle
and beautiful account of our Lord and the
Early Church.

It is from St. Paul that we learn most of
what we know about Luke. He was obvi-
ously Paul’s physician and accompanied
during his travels. Luke was also with
Paul during his final days in Rome.

Eusebius tells us that Luke’s home was
Antioch and that he was a Greek. There is
little else we know about Luke’s life out-
side of tradition.

As best we know, he was unmarried and
lived to the age of 84 dying in Boeotia in
Greece. St. Gregory Nazianzen (died
390) is the first to speak of Luke as a mar-
tyr and while we do continue to this day to
remember Luke as a martyr there is no
other evidence than Gregory’s account.

In the 4th century under the order of the
Emperor Constantius 1l, Luke's relics
were translated from the Boeotian Thebes
to Constantinople.

In his Gospel, Luke set out to tell the story
of Christians, particularly to the Greeks,
writing specifically to Theophilus as he
addresses at the beginning of his Gospel.

His Gospel has the only full account of the
Annunciation, the Blessed Virgin's visit to
St. Elizabeth, and the journeys to Jerusa-
lem.

Unique to his Gospel are six miracles and
18 parables not mentioned in the other
Gospels.

The Acts of the Apostles appear to be
written as an appendix to his Gospel to
provide an authentic account of the plant-
ing of the Church and the spread of God'’s
Word as well as some of the miracles of
St. Peter and St. Paul.

It is in the Acts that we have the account
of the first Christian Martyr, St. Stephen,
and that vivid account describes St. Paul
as an accessory to his martyrdom.

St. Luke is the patron saint of physicians
and surgeons as well as painters and it is
said that he painted an eikon of the
Blessed Virgin Mary that was sent to St.
Pulcheria by the Empress Eudokia in the
fifth century.

Whether or not he actually painted a like-
ness of the Virgin Mary, there is no doubt
that his vivid descriptions in his narratives
have been inspirational to many artists
throughout the centuries.

Church Humor :)
In the Line of Service....

One Sunday morning, the pastor noticed
little Alex standing in small American flags
mounted on either side of it. The six-year
old had been staring at the plaque for
some time, so the pastor walked up, stood
beside the little boy, and said quietly,
'‘Good morning Alex.'

'‘Good morning Pastor," he replied, still
focused on the plaque. 'Pastor, what is
this? '

The pastor said, 'Well son, it's a memorial
to all the young men and women who died
in the service.'

Soberly, they just stood together, staring
at the large plaque.

Finally, little Alex's voice, barely audible
and trembling with fear asked,

'Which service, the 8:15 or the 10:30 ?'
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