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From Fr. George’s notebook….  
 
Looking Ahead 
with New  
Responsibilities  
 
 

 
July 1st marked a radical change 
in my life, though not the most 
radical, when I took on full respon-
sibility as Rector-elect of All 
Saints’ and gave up the easy life 
of semi-retirement. 
 
The transition has been most 
pleasant and I have so many to 
thank for that, both personally and 
professionally, beginning with the 
members of the Parish, who have 
been kind and gracious in accept-
ing me in this role. 
 
I thank the Vestry for having the 
confidence in me to submit my 
nomination to the bishop and to 
the bishop for his gracious accep-
tance and endorsement. 
 
I do appreciate the support from 
Deacon Davies and look forward 
to our working together to provide 
the leadership our Parish de-
serves. 
 
At the forefront is Fr. Clanton, 
mentor and friend, who, though 
retired as Rector, continues to be 
part of our clergy-team as Rector 
Emeritus and “Keeper of the Li-
brary.” Fr. Clanton has been in-
strumental in making this a 

smooth transition, providing sound 
advice and practical observations. 
It is a real comfort knowing he is 
close by and that he’s not shy!  
 
Of course, I must thank my mother 
for being unrelenting in her efforts 
to keep me on the “straight and 
narrow” and providing sanctuary 
when needed. 
 
Not the least is Betty, without 
whom my life would be a mess! 
I’m not so sure she fully under-
stood what she was taking on 
when she married me but I am 
most thankful she did.  
 
We’ve had a busy summer as a 
Parish and I anticipate this year 
will be filled with activities and op-
portunities to worship, work, and 
grow together as a family in 
Christ. Indeed, we are a family 
and a wonderful one at that! 
 
Technically, I am the Rector-elect, 
so I look forward to being officially 
installed as Rector as early as Oc-
tober at the bishop’s convenience. 
 
Our Parish Family…. 
 
We are indeed blessed as a Par-
ish Family to have among us so 
many members with such a vari-
ety of talents.  
 
Truly, these talents are gifts of 
God, given each to us according 
to our own ability. They are gifts to 
us through God’s Grace and Love. 
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The gifts entrusted to us are also 
much like an investment, God’s 
investment in us. 
 
But what good is this investment, 
these wonderful gifts from God, if 
we don’t put them to use?  
 
For God’s investment in us to 
grow, we must put it to work in His 
service and we have the perfect 
opportunity right here in our Par-
ish.  We have such potential to 
make that investment grow and to 
make our Parish grow and shine 
in the sight of God, in His Church, 
and in this community.  
 

A Busy Summer At All 
Saints’ 
 
By the activities over the summer, 
it would be difficult to realize that 
the Parish was taking time off for 
three-months of vacation. 
 
The Adult Bible Study on Sun-
day mornings has continued with 
a faithful few and, hopefully, with 
the beginning of a “new season,” 
more people will join the group 
that meets at 9:30 in Fairfield 
House for lively discussions and 
exchange of ideas. 
 
The group has been doing quite 
well rotating leadership but could 
use a committed individual to lead 
the weekly meeting. If you’re inter-
ested, please contact Fr. Alexan-
der. 
 
The usual Parish Night Out con-
tinued through the summer. 

Though fewer in number, a hearty 
group met on the third Wednes-
day of all three summer months. 
 
In June, the Bowery, a PNO 
stand-by, was selected, while the 
group ventured out to Café Rio 
Blanco for a taste of Cuba in July. 

The final foray for the summer 
was to The Alley where the 
hearty group enjoyed an evening 
out. 

June at the Bowery 

July at Café Rio Blanco 



The next Parish Night Out is ten-
tatively schedule for the third 
Wednesday in September.  
There’s still room for more to join 
us. 
 
Ruth Clanton celebrated her 
birthday in June with the help of 
family and Parishioners. Fr. Clan-
ton provided the cake. 

And, in July, we were surprised 
one Sunday morning with two sets 
of twins. We were all seeing dou-
ble with Fr. & Ruth Clanton’s 
twin granddaughters and Les & 
Marcy Wilkinson’s  twin grand-

daughters. 
 
The highlight event of the sum-
mer was the surprise retirement 
dinner for Fr. Clanton in June. 
More than 70 Parishioners, 
friends,   family,  and   the   bishop 
joined together to honor Fr. Clan-
ton in retirement after 12 years as 
rector of All Saints’. 

It should be noted that, while Fr. 
Clanton is retiring as rector, he is 
not retiring from All Saints’ and re-
mains a part of the clergy-team 
assisting the rector-elect and 
managing the Provincial Library. 
 
To get his “retirement” off to a 
good start, Fr. Clanton acquired a 
very spiffy bass boat. Fish be-
ware, Fr. Clanton is on the prowl! 



Anglican Studies Class contin-
ued to meet during the summer 
after the Wednesday service. Cur-
rently, the class is viewing a video 
lecture series on the history and 
development of the Old Testament 
and development of the Hebrew 
Nation and Judaism. The DVD se-
ries was provided by John and Jo 
Cunningham and features the lec-
tures of a scholar from the  He-
brew University in Jerusalem.  
 
Each lecture in the series runs 
about 30 minutes. If there is inter-
est, we can start a new class on 
another day or evening and begin 
the series again. 
 
Pew Bags are now available in 
the Narthex of the Church for chil-
dren attending services. There are 
two sets of bags: one for non-
readers and one for readers. Each 
bag contains items to keep the 
children entertained and busy dur-
ing the service as well as contrib-
ute to their Christian education.. 
The bags contain crayons, stick-
ers, pictures to color, writing tab-
let, and books, as well as some 
other items. Bags for readers con-
tain a few more advanced items in 
addition to the ones in the non-
reader bag. 
 

Fall Approaches 
 

Now that summer vacations are 
over, we look forward to a busy 
year at All Saints’. We have the 
usual line-up of activities but, as 
always, suggestions and new 
ideas are welcome. 
 

Several suggestions have already 
come in. One suggestion is for a 
Foyer Dinner Group (or groups). 
Another is for a wine and cheese 
tasting.  And  yet  another  is  for a 
quarterly “dinner and a movie” in 
the Parish House. 
 
First on the agenda, though, is a 
Parish Potluck on September 
29th. This is a great time to share 
a new dish and catch up with 
those who’ve been away on  vaca-
tion during the summer. There’s 
always plenty of good food and a 
sampling of wine. As always, the 
potluck follows the 5:30  Service  
but  if  you’re running too late for 
the service, still plan to attend the 
supper. 
 
Fall is also a good time to publish 
a new Parish Directory . Cards  
are  available  to update informa-
tion. To better communicate, 
please ensure phone numbers are 
correct, as well as addresses, and 
please add your email address so 
we can take advantage of the 
technology that is available. 
 
Our Acolyte pool needs a boost. 
Currently, we have only a few 
servers: Alan Wingard, Ken 
Gordon, Fred Colley, and Michael 
Coats, who are all doing a great 
job. We could use a few more to 
share the load. The Acolyte has a 
long tradition in the Church and 
from the earliest times has been 
considered a minor order in the 
ministry of the Church. If you’re 
interested in becoming a server, 
please contact Alan Wingard who 
is the Acolyte Master.  



 



As we progress into the fall, more 
weekday  services will be added, 
depending on  the  availability of 
clergy, as well as lay readers, in 
making plans for the various ser-
vices including Noon-day Prayer 
as well as Holy Eucharist . 
 
On this note, there is a need for 
Licensed Lay Readers who, in 
addition to being Lectors , can 
conduct some services in the 
Church. Lay Readers, thus, could 
be very helpful, especially during 
the week, in making more services 
available in the Parish. If you’re 
interested in becoming a Li-
censed Lay Reader , please con-
tact Fr. Alexander. 
 
During the summer, we included 
bits of Parish history in the weekly 
bulletin. We are working toward 
putting all the bits of information 
together along with much more 
material from the Parish archives 
and publishing a small History of 
All Saints’ . If you have informa-
tion to contribute, please pass it 
along to Fr. Alexander.  
 
In the archives, there are many 
photos from the Parish from its 
early days in the late 70’s up to 
the present. We may need some 
help in identifying people and oc-
casions in the photos. 
 
Parish news is always needed. If 
you have something of interest to 
share with our Parish Family, 
please sent it to Fr. Alexander, ei-
ther by email, mail, or just hand it 
to him at Church. Photos are wel-
come too.  

Sermonette:   
 

Holy Scripture 
 
What we call the Canon of the 
New Testament as we know it  to-
day was formalized in 397 at the 
third council of Carthage. 
 
What is the significance of the Bi-
ble; what is its chief value; what 
does it mean to us today? 
 
In spite of all the complexities of 
the Bible and the continual re-
search conducted by scholars in a 
number of academic disciplines, 
there are some relatively simple 
answers to these questions. 
 
First, the significance of the Bible 
is that it is a record of God's reve-
lation of Himself in history. 
 
Second, its chief value is that it 
shows us what God is like and 
what He has done. 
 
And third, it is a living, present-day 
revelation to us of God's word; it is 
an instrument through which God 
speaks to us as a Church and as 
individuals.  
 
It is important for us to understand 
that the principal character of the 
Bible is God.  He is revealed as 
personal with us as His children, 
created "in His image." 
 
While God no doubt reveals Him-
self in all of history, the Bible cen-
ters on a particular section 
through  the  history  of Israel:  the  
Old  Israel  of  the  Hebrew  Nation  



and the New Israel of the Christian  
Church.  In this section of history 
we see God making Himself 
known in an unmistakable way. 
 
God chose one nation to be the 
agent of His revelation to all man-
kind and through the history of the 
Hebrew people we see how He 
accomplished this revelation by 
redeeming them out of Egypt; how 
He guided and molded the nation; 
and finally we see the culmination 
of His revelation through that great 
redeeming act brought about 
through the person of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
God speaks to us through the Bi-
ble which makes it the living, in-
spired Word of God.  By that, we 
mean that the Bible contains the 
communication of the truth about 
God and His purposes for the 
world.  Not that every word in the 
Bible is "God's Word," but that His 
message to us is contained in the 
Bible. 
 
If the Bible is God's Word, then, 
indeed, it must be an inspired 
book.  But it is not inspired in the 
same sense in which great litera-
ture is inspired, though there is a 
relationship of terms. 
 
Most specifically when speaking of 
the Bible as inspired, the Church 
does not mean that God essen-
tially dictated every word. 
 
First, we can say the Bible is in-
spired because it has an inspired 
story to tell, not just of a group of 
people or a nation, but a story in 

which God is the principal actor. 
 
Secondly, it is the faith of the 
Church that God the Holy Spirit 
has presided over, in such fashion 
as to prevent distortion by human 
misunderstanding during the writ-
ing of the Bible.  Throughout its 
growth and preservation, He has 
watched over it so that it is a 
trusted record of His revelation. 
 
The Bible was written by real, very 
human, people, just as fallible as 
we are; but that is what makes the 
Bible so warm and human.  God 
did not overpower these authors, 
rather He made us of their natural 
human qualities, exerting a gentle 
influence that served to guide their 
work so that the total picture 
would be undistorted and that 
nothing essential would be omit-
ted. 
 
We tend to think of the Bible in 
two divisions:  the Old Testament 
and the New Testament; the Old 
Testament looking forward to  a  
redemption  yet  to come; and the 
New Testament looking back on a 
redemption already accomplished. 
 
Linking the two is the Apocrypha, 
not contained in all Bibles as the 
Christian Church has not been en-
tirely in agreement on their status 
as books of the Bible. 
 
These books appear only in the 
Septuagint, or Greek version of 
the Old Testament and not in the 
Hebrew version. As a result, they  
 

(Continued on next page)  



have been treated by the Jews as 
inferior and not part of Holy Scrip-
ture. 
 
The Roman Church regards them 
as fully Canonical while the Angli-
can Communion, as expressed in 
the Sixth Article of Religion, has 
regarded them as good and useful 
books that ought to be read but 
which may not be used to prove 
any point of doctrine.  They are 
helpful in understanding historical 
and religious developments that 
took place between the Old Testa-
ment and the New. 
 
The New Testament, not unlike 
the Old, is a collection of writings 
which fall into four divisions:  the 
Gospels, or accounts of the life of 
Jesus; the Acts of the Apostles, 
which is a history of the early Ap-
ostolic Church; the Epistles or let-
ters of Paul, John, Peter, and 
James; and the Apocalypse, or 
Book of Revelation. 
 
While a collection of writings, the 
New Testament bears a unified 
witness to one fact:  the revealing 
of God to man in the person of Je-
sus Christ who has completed the 
revelation and redemption of man-
kind begun with the Old Testa-
ment and the means by which we 
may be saved. 
 
The Bible is the living Word of 
God for it speaks "directly to the 
heart and conscience of every in-
dividual in every age." 
 
For the early Christian, Holy Scrip-
ture was the Old Testament; for us 

today, it is the entire Bible, Old 
and New Testaments, the heart of  
which is the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ through Whom the prom-
ises given to the ancient Hebrews 
have been fulfilled and through 
Whom we are reconciled to our 
Father in heaven. 

 
While we look to the Holy Scrip-
tures for authority, all that our Lord 
taught His disciples and conveyed 
to the Apostles has not been re-
corded only in the Holy Scriptures 
but has also been preserved and 
passed on through Holy Tradition. 
It is through Holy Tradition that the 
Church has been shaped. It com-
plements Holy Scripture and dem-
onstrates the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
  
Yet, we must never lose sight that 
Christian Doctrine is based only 
on what can be proven through 
Holy Scripture; that is the basis of 
orthodoxy in the One Holy Catho-
lic and Apostolic Church. 
 

 
Birthdays  

 

September  
 

6th       Jadwin Sortore 
7th       Dn. Christopher Davies 
12th     Kathy Clark 
14th      Donna Burns 
16th     Belle Stoker 
17th     Jack Miller 
19th     Bill Carswell 
19th     Jackie Rodriques 
25th     Alice Larison 
27th     Julie Rapp 
28th     Larry Byers 
29th     Jerry Blanton 



Anniversaries 
 

September  
 

14th     Les & Marcy Wilkinson 
18th     Fr. Clanton (Ord. Priest.) 
 
 
 
Saint of the Month:  St. 
Matthew 
 
We celebrate the Feast of St. Mat-
thew on September 21st. As is our 
custom at All Saints’, there will be 
a Celebration of the Holy Eucha-
rist in honor of St. Matthew on that 
day at 5:30 p.m. 
 
St. Matthew was one of the origi-
nal Apostles and the author of the 
first book of the New Testament 
but very little is known of him. In-
deed, what little we do know 
comes from the Gospels them-
selves.  
 
He was a tax collector, a publican. 
Tradition says his Apostolic activ-
ity was limited primary to Pales-
tine, though some have thought 
he may have traveled as far as 
Ethiopia. His manner of death is 
uncertain but tradition assumes he 
was martyred. 
 
The Gospel of St. Matthew is 
thought to have been written be-
tween 42 and 50 A.D. and is con-
sidered the most Jewish of all the 
Gospels, obviously written with a 
Jewish audience in mind, written 
from the perspective that Jesus 
fulfilled the Prophesies of the Old 
Testament.  

A Little Humor   : )   
 

Goat for Dinner …. 
 
The young couple invited their eld-
erly pastor for Sunday dinner. 
While they were in the kitchen  
preparing the meal, the minister 
asked their son what they were 
having.  
 
"Goat," the little boy replied.  
 
"Goat?" replied the startled man of 
the cloth, "Are you sure about 
that?"  
 
"Yep," said the youngster. "I heard 
Dad say to Mom, 'Today is just as 
good as any to have the old goat 
for dinner."  
 
Show and Tell …. 
 
A kindergarten teacher gave her 
class a "show and tell" assign-
ment. Each student was instructed 
to bring in an object to share with 
the class that represented their 
religion.  
 
The first student got up in front of 
the class and said, "My name is 
Benjamin and I am Jewish and 
this is a Star of David.."  
 
The second student got up in front 
of the class and said, "My name is 
Mary. I'm a Catholic and this is a 
Rosary."  
 
The third student got in up front of 
the class and said, "My name is 
Tommy. I am Methodist, and this 
is a casserole."  


